
deep, with ft geniio current setting across th«
peninsula. In lb# Kftst Bayou the current was tre
meudous, and the boats had to be checked down wlib
heavy bead Imas Here we found some obstructions,
eaaaed by drift heat*, but cutting off one or two logs
would start all dowu the current.

I'bis is the hardest job 1 have ever seen undertaken,
but Colonel Hissed is so far down now as to call It successful,for we are m sight of the fences on " 'tother side
of Jordan."
The sag of the saw gives the correct arc of the eireie.
At each end of the saw a rope thirty feel in length is

fastened and carried to boats upon which men are stationed.leu men man and work each rope.
When the saw runa right we have cut off a stump two

feet in diameter in fourteen minutes. Often it pinched
and ran crooked; then a gang would be two or three
hours on one of the eame size. If there happened to be
any brush under water it added much to the labor; it all
had to be (Ished up end got out of the way.
Below I give you a rough sketch of the stump cutting

machine.the tree having been first felled and cleared
out ef the way.and the manner of its operation:.

WATEW-eON

RKFKRKKCB6.
A.Stump of tree.
B and C.Plank fastened upon the slump, in which a

pivot is set for ths saw frame to work upon.
D.Saw.
B.Water line.
X-Bottom.
UH.Frame of saw.

The Next Point of Attack on the Mississippi.
We have no knowledge of any formidable works of the

enemy on the Mississippi river between Island No. 10 and
Fort Randolph, which will probably be the next place
that will command the attention of Commodore foot*,
with bis fleet of gun and mortar boats.
Fort Randolph is on the east bank of the Missitsppi

river, near the town of Randolph, Tipton county, Tann.,
about sixty miles above Memphis, one hundred and sixty
below Columbus, and one hundred and eighty below
Cairo. The position is naturally a strong one. The fort
is a rough and incomplete earthwork, constructed last
fall. It is built upon the Second Chickasaw bluffs, more
than one hundred feet above the river, and immediatelysouth of Island No. 34. The lower part
commands the three mouths of the Halchie river,that empties into the Mississippi just above
the town of Randolph, at the upper edge of the bluffs
These bluflbform natural parapets of batteries, and, at
this point, command a view of the Mississippi river for
six miles each way. Our iron-clad gunboats, however,
by silencing whatever guns may be placed on Island No.
34, might enter the northers month of the Halchie out
or the range of Fort Randolph. The town or Randolph,
near which the fort stands, consists of half a dozen or so
dilapidated frame houses, and la approached in the rear
by several good roads; but lbs country behind it, beingfull of ravines and gorges, is capable of being fortified to
an almost indefinite extent. The position, however, Is
really of no manner of use or benefit, except to disputethe navigation of the river. It has no railroad communication,and as an army stationed there would have to de
pond upon the river exclusively for the transportation of
supplies, it would not require long to cut it off and starve
Moot. . i

IMPORTANT NAVAL CAPTURES.
Prius Cnptwred by tit* South Atlantic

Iquadrsn,
Washington, Xprillt, 1862.

, Oomxaodors Dupont reports to tbs Navy Department
under date of April 6,that tbs schooner Julia Warden
and schooner Lydia and Mary, were captured in Cape
Rowan Passage, between the Sanlee river and Charleston.thefirst on the 27th and tbs second on the 29th
ultimo.by the United States armed bark.Restless, Act
jnf Volunteer Lieutenant E. Conway commanding. Thei
cargoes were rice and corn meal
Be also reports that the ship Emily St. Pierre, of

Charleston, from Calcutta, was captured on the 18th ult.
by the blockading squadron, while steering directly for
Charleston harbor. Her cargo consisted of 2,173 bales
ofgnnny cloth. Commander Ooldsborough sent her to
Philadelphia for adjudication. Most of her cargo went
North in the steamer Oriental, which left Port Royal on
the 28tb ult.
The English sloop Coynell, of Nassau, N. P., was cap

tured by tbs Susquebanna,CaptaiDLardner,on|the mornmorningof the 3d lost., about two miles from Charleston
oar. one nan a cargo Bunaoie lor sou in great demand
in a Southern port. Gaptain Lardner sent her to l'bila.
delpbia for adjudication. Another schooner wae run
aehore by the blockading veuele on Sullivan's Island,
where aha remains a wreok.

Valuable Prizes Captnreil In Great Ycornloo Hirer, Va.
Raittmosc, April 14,18(12.

The United States (steamer Hercules, Thoe. 8. Dungan
Cieutenant Commanding, reached this port this morning,
tearing with her the schooner Pride, previously noticed as
being captured; and the sloops Wren and Velma, both of
Great Yccmioo river, western shore of Virginia, also
prises.
The Hercules left this port a short tims sines, towing

down the lightship, which bad been previously fitted up
for the tail of the Borse Shoe Shoal. After this LieutenantDungan cruised in the vicinity of 8mith's Island,
and succeeded in capturing the scbeoners Whig and
Pride. He then placed on hoard the latter Lieutenant
I. G. Baker, with an armed crew, who,on Friday night,
observed in Cager's Straits, off Fog Island light, the
iloop Wren; and arter a chase of two hour* the latter
was run aehore at Shark's Point by hsr crew, who
neaped. The sloop wss immediately boarded, but no

goods er cargo of any description were found in ber. In
the stove were found the remnants of certain papers,
which had bean partially burned, among them a license
to trade, signed by tbe Clerk of Northumberland county,
t/Uwiwia

The Hercules, witb her new consorts, cruised aboui>
and on Sunday a Mil waa noticed about nix mice off'
leering directly for lb# iteamer, wbicb, at the moment
waa anchor*#. The steamer immediately got under
weigh and proceeded toward* the veaael.the captain of
which, on perceiving the Herculen, changed bia course
and endeavored to effect bla ecoap*. After achaaeof
half an hour the Berenice came up to tbe vesee), which
proved to be the sloop Velma, having on her etern the
nam* of "Bridgetown," but haila from Great Ycomico
river, in Weetern Virginia. PoNeeeion wae takon of her,
togethea with the captain, Samuel P. lankford. of Great
Annemain, and crew, with Ave paraengcrr from Rich
mond. Une of the latter waa a captain in the rehel army
On searching the Velma there was found a large mail,
containing about 200 letters, a number of which wefe ad
dressed to persons in Baltimore, and a largo number to
persons M various parts of the State of Maryland On
searching the crew there were also/ound $2,000 in Virginiabank notee. Tbe Velma had, some time'previously
beca cleared from this port for Tokomoke Sound, with a
cargo consisting of provisions of various kinds. This
eargo, Instead of being discharged in a Maryland port,
wae taken over to Great Yiomico river, and tbare die
ehargad withlw the boundaries of Virginia. Tbe eloep,
in ballast, was coming hack to get a naw cargo
The rebel captain. previous to being captured, turned

bia commission tn the Ore, remnants of which being
found among the sahes, be acknowledged tbe fast, and
aieo that he had been engasod in the battle at Huuun

IAnfcford, thecaptain, is pari owner of the veeeel,an<l
Iim boon engaged in this contraband trade for Ave
unathe
The paMrngora and crew were all, with those taplured a tew day* atnee by the Rrltnair, given in chargef Colonel Morria, at Fori MeHanry
The folio wing IB a (let of the passengers on board the

Vclma:.
John U. Utile,of New Yrtyh Joeeph C. Wiieon, late a

werrhanl of RnlUmore. John Msrkey, lata ot the honor
»f T.T. Martin, of BaKlmbre: fleerge McCaffrey, of Baltimore,and H A Rrecks, a, eon ef Prof N C. Hrooks, of

< Unit micro, a captain In the rebel army. The crew are .
Captain enamel I) I.aukfnrif, Robert H Creawell, Aunuel
'ansra ood I. J. lVbittlngton, who la pert owner.
JoleiiiVM.Jlllton.Kin., surveyor of Ihla port, went
n beard and succerdtd in finding the maila and money

Discharge of the Caplnrrd Priannera.
HaniMoas, April 14, MOT.

ItdpaeasiiRers lakan on hoard Ihc Vcline were tokeh
before tne ITnitcd Plates Marshal to-day, and, strange to
any, hare all been retraaed Pome of them profess llu.t
lb'7 ware Ignorant cl th*^.baiact*r of ike vessel.
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THE SIEGE OF YORKTOWN.

SKIRMISHING ALL ALONG THE LINES.

Interesting Details from Onr Correspondentsin the Field*

Immense Strength of the
Rebel Defences,

Ac., &c, Ac.

Oar Army Corrupaadtic*.
Wiawica Cocrr Boon, Va., April 10,1803.

The Position irfthe Amy.The Activity ef (A* Enemy.
Number of Batteries Daily Discovered.Anxiety of tke
federal Troopt for the Attack.fresh Meat for the Army.
Eatent cf Our Pickets.The Rebel Gunboat Teaser.Pop*larityqf General McCUUan with Bis Officers.Reinforce'
menU for the Enemy, dx., dU.
There bM been no change in our position lino* my

laet. It continued to rain bard all day yesterday
and laet nigbt, and ona can form ao conception
of tba deptb of tha mud, unlaaa they cbanoad to
visit Virginia during tba latter part of the iris-
tar. Tba experience of the army tbua far on the "sacredsoil" baa been anything but a pleasant one. In the
meantime we amuse ourselves by watching the enemy
and dodging their shells, which they throw every time
iuvj mu dw « Biuwi |ivu|f. uur luvu «r« ui'l pvrmilicu
to return the fir*. The rebels have waited a large
quantity of ammunition upen us, and thue far with little
damage. If we remain much longer in this mud hole
we shall lose more men (Tom disease than we would by
storming their batteries at the point of the bayonet.
Every day our men discover new batteries, but what

number of guns they have we cannot ascertain with
certainty. We have counted thirteen batteries on the
river, besides some they are said to have back of
these, and they undoubtedly have a large foroe to defend
them. A prisoner taken yesterday says that fourteen
rebels were killed by a shell from one of our guns on

Saturday, and we could distinctly see them carrying off
men on stretchers during the engagement.
Our men are impatient to be at them, and can hardly

be restrained.
Wo received yesterday the first instalment of fresh

beef, consisting of one hundred head of splendid cattle,
and more are on the way.
Lieutenant Samuel J. Smith, Adjutant of the Second

Rhode Island regiment, has been attached to the staff of
our General as chief commissary, which will insure our
being well provided with provisions in future.
Several Southern gentry have come in and taken the

oath of allegiance, and requested our General to place a
"safeguard" over their property, which was being appropriatedby our troops. I believe their request has
been granted in every instance, although I think the
loyalty of some of them is very questionable. One of
them has five sons in the rebel army. He tells the same
old story of being a Union man, and that his sons were
forced inte the army.
Our pickets extend down as far as the James river,

near the residence of a man by the name of Young. His
residence was the probable headquarters of one of the
rebel generals, as a rebel flag was flying there when our
forces advanced, and any quantity of empty bottles were
lying about loose, which is a sure sign. He was very
wealthy, and his grounds are laid out with much taste.
He was the owner of a hundred negroes, and also of

"Young's mill," which was surrounded by fortifications,
and which we captured.
The rebels came down with a steamboat to the wharf

near his residence and took him away with all his effects.
The rebel gunboat Teaser keeps a constant watch on

onr movements, moving backward and forward in the
James river, near the mouth of the Warwick. Whenever
she catches a glimpse of our pickets, she runs up and
salutes them with a few shells. She is a small boat, and
v.. .,vr> Vila/ vuv |UU >im» n v v Uli UICCUVVI IV WOUIU
be well for some of our gunboats to teach Iter better
manner*.

Eight o'Clock P. M.
A messenger has just arrived from Newport's News

with tbe Hbiuld containing the account of our glorious
victory at Pittsburg and tbe surrender of Island No. 10.
Tbe news spread like wildfire, and everyone was eager
to secure a copy, but tberewere only enough to supply a
few of tbe officers.
Whoever was fortunate enough to secure one was

obliged to read aloud to a crowd of delighted listeners,
and tbe rejoicing was kept up till a late hour of tbe uigbt.
Tbe officers under General McClellan, from tbe highest

to tbe lowest, love and respect blm,and will follow him,
whether to the cannon's mouth or in leaving the ma'
nagement and command of the army to tbe abolition
generals, who, instead of taking tbe field and fighting tbe
battles of the Union in person, have remained valiantly
at borne, criticising the actions of those who have staked
their lives and fortunes in defence of the constitution and
the Union.
As near as can be ascertained, tbe force opposed to us

at this point is 43,000, and they are being constantly reinforced.General Peck discovered tbe camp fires of eight
new regiments on our left last night, and we can hear
them cheer upon tbe arrival of every new rogiment.

1* Our, Bkfork thb Isnuwcmisine at \Yukktowm, Va., April 11,1862. J
An Atrial Voyage Extraordinary.The Couru of the Batlota.ItDrifts Towards the Enemy's Lines.Perilous Positionof General Porter.Hit Coolness and Pretence of
Mind.Rapidity of Hit Descent.Reconnaissance by GeneralJameson.An Infernal Machine.The Enemy Busy on
That r Inlrxmrhm+mf *,.Tom ft TW^vrwve X. A.

The exalting event of the day ltaa bean a balloon reconnoiseanceby General Fits John Porter on a scale of ratbar
larger magnitude tban was intended. At five o'clock
in tbe morning General Porter took bis place in Professor
Lowe's balloon. He supposed tbe usual number of ropes
were attached to It, whereas there was only one, and a
place in this, as was afterwards ascertained, had been
burned by ritrlol, used in generating gas. Taking his
seat in tbe car, unaccompanied by any one, the
rope was let out to nearly its full length.
the length is about nine hundred yards.
when suddenly snap went the cord and up went the balloon.This was an unexpected put of the programme.
The men below looked up with astonishment, and the
General looked down with equal bewilderment.
"Open tbe valve," shouted one of the men below.
"I'll manage it," responded the General.
Up went the bailooo, higher, higher, ltrose with great

rapidity, its huge form lessened as it wildly mounted
into the regions of tbe upper air; it became a speck in
tbe sky. The wind was taking it in the direetion of the
enemy's territory. By this time every staff officer and
hundreds of others were looking at the moving speck. It
is impossible to describe the anxiety felt and expressed
for the fate or him, the central object of thought,in that
far away moving speck, every moment becoming less
TWIVH. It IB isrvu »v uiVTB 111 our UireCllliD, He COUOtenancesof our men brighten with hope, it passe* over
our hoads. 8000 it begin* to dreceod. but Willi a rapidityibat arouses renewed apprehension. Quickly a squad
of cavalry, led by Captain locke, l ieutenant McQnaiie.of
the General's staff, plunge spurs into their horses and
da*h away lathe direction of the descending balloon
The reel of the etory is as ] received it from
the General"! own lips. While the rope was
being played out he adjusted his glass in
readiness for his proposed view of the enemy's terri-
lory A auddno bound or lb« balloon told bin Id a momentthat Ibe rope bad giveo way. fla dropped h*
glass, beard tbe call, "Open tbe valve," made tbe
response given above, and eat about looking for tbe
valve. He was eeneible of being fligbly (tbe General
loves a pun as well as tbe next one), but was not at all
nervous. He saw the wind bad taken bin over tbe
line of tbe rebel lutrencbmente. Having no wisb to
drop m among them be let tbe valve take oare of itself,and proceeded to take advantage of bis position to note
the aspect of rebel objects below. Crowds of soldiers
rusbed from tbe woods, and bo beard their shouts die
tiuctly. Luckily be was above the reach of their bullets,se bs was not afraid on this rcore. Tbs map of (be
country was distinctly discernible. Hs saw Yorktownand ita works, York river and Ms wind,
urge, aud Norfolk and ita smoking chimneys.A counter current of air struck tbo balloon, and Its
course wss rsveread. Ita retreat from over rebeldom
was rapid. Hs opened tbe valve, the gas escaped, and
down bs came He could aol ray how fast he cams
down, but It win with a rapidity bs would not caro tobavo repeated. The ear mruck tbo top of a shelter
tent.under which, luckdy, no one happened to be at the
time.knocked the tent Into pi, aud left lum envelopedIn a mass of collapsed CM silk Ifo craw led out, and
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found biuiuuir iu (tie iniddlu of camp, not one hundred
rode from General McUellau a headquarters
"I came mounted, jroeane," was kin remark to(-cuera)

Borne, who was about tbe first loan by his aide. He (nee
tbe details of bis aerial voyage to Gen Burns, who seeing
ttie opportunity of getting ofl a joke, could not lone tbe
opportunity.
"You are a suspicious character," remarked General

Burns.
"How so?" asked General Porter.
"In tbe space of balf an hour you bare been taken up

by a balloon and arrested by a shelter tent."
"And you have come down safe, I see," broke in CaptainLocke, before the laughter at General Burns' duet of

puns; "I came with this cavalry company to look you
op."
"Yon ought to have sent flying artillery after me," rejoinedGeneral Porter.
General Jameeon, accompanied by tbe Sixty-third

Pennsylvania regiment,came near having a bloody rencontrewith some of the enemy in a reconnois
ranee Going down the Warwick road, half a mile
from their encampment, taking a road at right angles
leading through a piece of woods three-quarters of a mile
further, and thence mounting the brow of a hill, they
suddenly came upon some rebel earthworks, two hundred
yards In advance. The rebels opened a fire of musketry
behind tbeoe works, firing about on# hundred and fifty
shots. Our men responded, and thoy fired a second vol
ley, with a like return on our part ; aftar which onr men

retired, seeing the inequality of thooontest, from the
position and vastly superior numbers of the enemy. We
loet one man killed, Sergeant David Irvin,Company ¥.
What effect our shots had upon the enemy we had no
means of telling. Our offloers and men were perfectly
cool under the fire, and retired in perfect order.

If salanic smartness can be of any service to the enemy
in killing off our troops, they are not wanting in the arli;cle. To-day a larga shell was picked up by M^jor Scharlf
of the Thirteenth New York Volunteers, evincing a climaxof diabolical intent on the part of tbe rebels surpassingany prior revolalion in this line. As tbe shell had not
exploded it was deemed prudent to handle it cautiously.It proved to bo on infernal machine
of the first water. The top of the plunger
extending beyend the surface more lhan is usual excited
suspicion, and instead of unloading it in tbe ordinary
way, by unscrewing the plunger, the contents were removedby loosing the casing. This mode of unloading developedthe fact that between the plunger, containing
the cap and the plate on which it strikos, cotton had
been introduced, thus preventing concussion and consequentexplosion when the shell struck the ground. On
the side of the plunger n place had been tiled in and Oiled
with matches, communicating with the powder, so that
by unscrewing the former the matches would be Ignited by
the friction, causing the shell to explode. Who will not
say that this was an infernal machino of the first water,
and that the foiling of the enemy in their diabolical pur.
pose was most fortunate ? 1 need not add that our men in
the handling and unloading of these dangerous missiles
have received a lesson whose teachiug is not likely to be
neglected in future. A word more about shells. One was
brought to-day to General Porter's headquarters that had
been thrown by a mortar. It was a big fellow, no less
than eleven inches in diameter. It struck about fifty yards
from Allen's battery, burying itself six feet in the
ground. Fortunately its contents fizzed out before
striking, so that no damage was done.
A repetition of tbe cheering heard several mornings

since behind the enemy's intrenchments occurred this
morning. This fact, and hearing the moving of cars at
all hours of the night, induces belief that there have
been new arrivals of reinforcements. Our skirmishers
and pickets say that the rebels are still busy, day and
night, on their intrenchments, making them stronger.
Each day shows new guns mounted. One of tbe army
signal corps, whose glasses are the most perfect of any
we have, tells me that from their position, which is on a

slight promontory at our right, Jutting out into the
York river, he counted to-day sixty-three cannon on the
enemy's work. His view embraced only the intrenchmantaon tho intitiv'a laft.

General McClellan and staff occupy toots, tbo Sibloy
tent being in the ascendency. Our gallant leader has
now litorally taken the Held. The troops are impatient to
bo ordered to the work.
The Fourth Michigan regiment, Colonel Woodbury,

which has occupied the advanee in Howard's brigade,
and has been exposed more than any other regiment in
the field, and conducted itself with boroic gallantry, receivedto-day a supply of the O'Arllay shelter tents.
The boys are jubilant over this needed auxiliary to their
comfort. Tbeir unmurmuring endurance of over three
days'visitation of rain and wintry cold, and that, too>
without fires in a cheerless wood, and nearest to the
enemy's front and their storm of shells, has shown that
they aro made of the right kind of stuff. It is such men

that will fight our battles, win our victories and make
victory nobie.
As far as patient endurance of rain and cold and absenceof lire goes, and but little less danger of shells,

the Fourteenth regiment, N. Y. V., Colonel McQuade;
Sixty-second Pennsylvania, Colonel Black, and Ninth
Massachusetts, Colonel Cass, deserve, too, the highest
meed of praise. Their General has reason, in the progress
of this advance thus far, to be proud of his brigado.as
proud of it, in fact, as the regiments are proud of him.
Notwithstanding the exposure, however, to which the
regiments have all been exposed, the Brigade Surgeon in
formed me to-day that when called on to make out a list
of those that should be sent to the general hospital, there
were only five requiring to be sent there.

Camp m Fbovt or Yoairows, April 11,1802.
Skirmish With the Enemy.7he madly Effect of Our

Sharpshooters' Rifles.Operations of Our Troops to
Repel the Enemy.Prospects at One Time of a General
Engagement.Gallantry of the Federal Troops.Karnes
of the Killed and Wounded.Losses of the Retell, 4c., 4c.
This afternoon we had a slight skirmish with the

enemy. During the morning the rebels had been
throwing an occasional shell towards our encampments,
without any injury whatever. Their outposts kept harassingour pickets along the entire line,.while at the
umc lime luere «ugreat acuvuy monireeiee in their
inlrenchmente. A new rebel regiment wu seen going
into tbe work on tbe left. About one o'clock In
the afternoon they made an attack on our pickets
jn front of tbat intrenchmenl, but were eoon repnlaeil.
We bad one man killed.private E. L. Crow,Stxty first
Pennsylvania regiment. Tbe rebels made tbree subeeqnenlattacks, and burned several buildings between our

lines and tbeir fortifications. They had evidently become
exasperated because our sharpshooters bad been picking
off so many of tbeir men, and so .they determined to
make some demonstration. Wben word was sent to

General Hamilton tbat tbe enemy was advancing on our

left, be bad tbe brigades in bis division immediately
formed in line, and tbe artillery in position in tbe rearGeneralJameson wae ordered forward with bis remain,

ing regiments to support tbe other regiment, which was

on picket.
Information was socn received tbat our pickets bad

beaten back the enemy on tbe left, but tbat be was advancingon our centre. While troops were going to tbeir
assistance it was ascertained tbat tbey were able to
hold tbeir position. Then tbe enemy was pressing our

left again, and Genera) Hamilton ordered Gen. Jameson
to despatch two regimonts to tbat locality. Two regimentewero immediately en the march across tbe plateau.Presently General Hamilton told General Jameson
to take bis other regiment and assume command of tbe
whole line in support of the piokete, wbicb be did successfully.A detachment wee seDt on our left along the
woods wbicb skirt tbe Warwick road, from which the
rebel catteries aro vmioi*. me r my-sevenm i-enosyi
vau ia, Colonel Campbell, and Eighty seventh New York,
Colonel Dodge, were deployed 00 the line of the Mine
road under cover of the woods. General Jameson then
dismounted and made a personal reconnoissance of our

(ine to the left. He evidently soon became convinced
that the pickets were able to bold their ground, and that
the enemy intended a demonstration somewhere else
Shortly a sharp fusdade of musketry was heard, and then
followed several well flred volleys to the right, which
indicated that that was the place where the rebels Intendedseeking their principal attack Berdan's sharpshootersand some of onr pickets of the Sixty third werc
driven in. The rebels were advancing, firing sharply
and yelling loudly as they came. The Fifty seventh
regiment was ordered down the Yorktown turnpike in
double quick. Sis cosspames|flled off late the woods to
the left, and four oempamss, beaded by Colonel Campbell,dashed down the road to meet thn rebele. At sight
of our men the rebels rsn eutef the road upon which
they were advancing, and sought shelter In the poa* h
orchard und along a road to the left. There were sli or
seven hundred of the enemy. Volley succeeded velley,
and there was overy indication of a hot engagement,
therefore the Eighty seventh New York regiment wae
ordered down as a reserve. The firing became general
for half an hour or more, when the rebels wero beaten
hack, retiring, however, in good order. They turned a
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bonne near tbe turnpike and several other buildings
further to the left.
During this time the rebel* continued to throw shot

end the11 over from their river works around tbe town
end their onter chain of earthworks. but none of our

men were inured by thein The air rebounded with the
booming of the cannon, the bursting of sbell and the roar
of musketry. A section of Weeoen s battery, under
Lieutenant Clerk, was placed m the held, and fired about
forty rounds at the rebels. Our shells, as well as our

bullets, did great execution among thein. It is believed
that at least twenty were killed and wounded. After the
firing ceased, the rebels were heard in the peach orchard
carrying off their killed and wounded The Huly-tbird
regiment had two men killed altogether and one wounded,and the Fifty.seventh four wounded.
The pickets of tbe Twelfth New York regiment, in

General Butterficld's brigade, General Porter's division,
who were under command of If^ior Barnard, stood their
ground firmly, and drove back a regiment of rebels
which was advancing on the extreme right. The rebels
carried seven of their killed and wounded off the field on
stretchers, and later in the evening returned with an

ambulance for the remainder. The Twelfth regiment
was highly complimented for their gallant conduct.
Thsy had only two men slightly wounded.
The following is a list of the casualties:.

KILLED.
Eliphalet Crow,Company K,Sixty-third Pennsylvania.

bv A ball en the ten #if the hen/1

Joseph Thompson, Company A, Sixty third Pennsylvania,by a ball in the cheek.
WOUNDED.

Thomas Brouky, Sixty-third Pennsylvania, slightly, in
the thigh.
The following are the wounded in the Fifty-seventh regiment:.
Sergeant Herein, Company E, slightly, in the thigh.
Corporal Parks, Company E, slightly.
Sergeant Cochrane, Company F, slightly, in the knee.
Corporal McKnight, Company B, slightly.
Several soldiers had their olothes perforated by bullets,but escaped injury themselves. A bullet passed

round the hack of private Westcott, Company B, Fiftyseventhregiment, entering at one shoulder and running
round underneath his cost, coming out at the other.
Private Bell, Company E, had a bullet pass through his
sleeve. Corporal Drake, Company I, had some of the
skin grazed oil' his hand, and Luther Grange, of Com.
pany A, was struck by a spent hall. Sergeant Bush,
Company C, Sixty-third regiment, whoso pautaloons were
rolled up at the bottom, found that a rebel bullst had
passed through them, cutting the folds.
At twilight the tiring had ceased. The Sixty-third was

relieved by two regiments from another brigade, and
General Jameson returned to camp with his truoj«.

Tlte Rebels at Fredericksburg*
HSjUXJUAKTERS, CtMP NaaK FREnUUCKSHl'lUi, )

March 16,1602. f
SoiniEKS.In assuming the command of the third brigade,Aquia district, I congratulate myself that I have

control of men who, by their good conduct and soldierly
bearing, will illustrate tho virtues and patriotism of the
noble State they represent.
Our recent reverses will not cause this ooiumand to

despond. We will not despair of tbo confederacy. Our
camp is near the tomb of " Mary, tho mother of Wash
ington," and you will baptize in heroic blood the sod consecratedby so many historical traditions, before you
will consent to see it defiled by the step of the Vandals.
Your own bomee have been invaded. The Hermitage,
with the tomb of Jackson, is held by the enemy. They
must and shall be driven back. Ibis is a part or your
holy mission. Do not be discouraged. Our cause Is
just, and God will smile upon it. Hereafter, in the
honorable old age of those of you who survive, you will
he saluted as of the liberating army ofTennossee.
Heaven, with justice, your mothers, wives, children

and sisters, call upon you to be firm and loyal. I ask no
higher honor than to be your leader, and 1 only ask it becauseI know you will follow where honor and duty call.

8. R. ANDEKSON, Brigadier General.
By G. P. Svtth, Aid de-Camp.

IMPORTANT FROM ALABAMA.

One Hundred Miles of the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad Held by Union Troops.

FLIGHT OF THE REBELS ALONG THE ROUTE

The Bebel Communication Between the
South and Southwest EffectuallyCut Off,

fcCi, &C.j &c.

W.asii:notor, April 14, 1882.
The follow inj despatch has been received by the Secretary

of War, dated
Nittvuil, Tcnn., April 14, 1882.

On Saturday morning two expeditions were started

from Huntsville in the cars. One, under Colonel Sill, of
the Thirty-third Ohio, went east to Stevenson, the junction

of the Chattanooga with the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad, which point they seized, two thousand of the

enemy retreating without firing a shot. Colonel Sill

captured live locomotives and a large amount of rolling
stock.
The other expedition, under ColonelTurchin, of the

Nineteenth lllinaii, went west, and arrived at Decatur in

time to save the railroad bridge, which was in dames.

General Mitchell new holds one hundred miUs rf the

Memphis and Charleston Railroad.

AFFAIRS ON THE LOWER POTOMAC.
Explorations at Aqaia and Potomac
Crocks.Rebel Parties Scooting.Confirmationof the Reported Retreat of
the Rebels from the Rappahannock.

Wasbisutor, April 14,1802.
On Friday afternoon the steamer Jacob Bell, LieutenantCommanding McCrca, visited Aquin creek. A

boat crew wes sent ashore, and landed at the water
nailery, wmcu wuh iouuu aoauuuueu. iin long wnari

had been destroyed, but the railroad dapot waa uninjured.The track hod been torn np and tbe rails and
tics carried away Tbe quartern of tbe rebel troops were

standing. All stores of every description bad been re'
noved. Tbe battery is admirably constructed. It containsfive embrasures, witb conveniences for mounting a

pivot gun, and a bombproof and magazine. Tbe gun,
bad been removed. None of tbe rebels were seen in tbe
neighborhood.
On leaving Aquria creek tbe Jacob Dell proceeded to

Potomac creek, where another landing was made.
Tbe best battery yet seen on the banks of tbe river was

tbore discovered. It is of large size, constructed without
embrasures, for sweeping guns. The intrenebmente were
formidable. The landing party encountered some of tbe
rebel pickets. Tbe seamen gave chase to them, but findingtbey were being drawn beyond the range of tbe
Jacob Bell's guns, tbey were ordered to return.
UD Saturday morning tbe Jacob Bell oast anchor within

cannon shot of tbe water battery at Potomac creek.
Asetber battery waa seen in tbe rear, una high bill
When tbe landing party were s little more than half way
to tbe battery, a large barge, with about twenty men in
it, waa seen pulling across I be creek towards tbe point
cn which tbe battery is erected, furthest from tbs
steamer Tbe whistle waa sounded as a signal for the
return of tbe party. Subsequently a boat's crew

went ashore at a farm house lower down
Tbey were Joined by several negroea, wbo escorted
tbem to tbe farm buildings, wbicb were found in charge
of a negro man and womao. Tbe blacka laid tbey bad
seen three rebel pickete, one of whom was mounted, a
HUM" Wll in IU» www, «jur» liuic uwvre.

While tbey were talking mot more negroes <tm« id,
reporting that they wcro frum the neighborhood of
Fredericksburg They confirmed the various reports of
the rebel troops b«mg beyond that plane, nod said the
bridge lewtmg thereto bnd not been destroyed They
further stated tbnt there If# rebel troope at King
George's Court House These men wore In greet fuer of
being taken, alleging tbnt they bad been tbrratened to
be sent to the mines and kept ender ground They
wanted to be token on beard the steamer, but Mr street,
Acting Master, ess not authorised to take them
While the party wan on sbore several or the rehe1

pickets were scon standing 011 tho brow ef a bill. Cap
tain Mo.C'rea sent a shell from his 32-pnunder after then,
which made them fall as if struck by lightning

Loss of the Schooner Helen.
Boston, April 14, IHtia

The schooner Helen, rrom Messina for I'hilsdelphin,
was abandoned at sea on the I ilh nit. Her orow were
taken off by tbo ship Marsbtleld, nnd landed at luth,
Me on the 12tli iu«t.

"SHEET.

opebatiois or tie khbouc.

Her Second Appearance in
Hampton Roads.

Interesting Description of Her
Manoeuvres,

Ac., Ac., Ac.

V<nmmm Moimoi, April 13,1662.
The Uerriuiuc remained in the same position all day

yesterday until evening, when, together with the reel of
the rebel fleet, she returned to Norfolk. She was

generally supposed to have been aground.
None of the rebel fleet have shown themselves to-day.
Several captains of vessels in port testify, in relation to

the three vessels captured by the rebel steamer Jamestown,that they were ordered to move either outside of
Fortress Monroe or inside of Hampton bar.

i u« uuiiru rutuB scuoouer iiu/.s satis lur jiaiurnv mig

afternoon, with the mails and passengers.

Wamiinotox, April 14,1862.
A private despatch, dated Fortress Monroe last night

at leu o'clock, received here this morning, presents
that there was clear moonlight and all quiet in that
vicinity.
Our Fortress Monroe Correspondence*

Foktkum Monbob, April 12,1862.
Jhr Reappearance of the Mcrrimac.Preparation of the

L'nion Vessels to Meet Her.Orders to Act on the Defersnix.Activity in the Bap.Poor Practice of Use Mensmac'sGuns.Suddr it Death of a Soldier, etc.. etc.
The long expected reappearanoe of the rebel steamer

Merrimac occurred yesterday morning. After a lapae of
nearly Ave weeks in repairing damages sustained by
her engagement with the Monitor, she returned to the
Hoods from Norfolk at seven P.M. yesterday, accompanied
by her consorts, the Patrick Henry, Yorktown, Teazer,
Italeigh and Empire. The visit would no doubt have
been made earlier, as the rebel fleet were at anchor for
several days previous, but the prevalence of the northeasterlygale, which lasted three days, and only terminatedlost night, prevented it.
This morning tha sun peeped out of the horizon,

and soon illumined a clear sky ; a slight haze
was perceptible on the water, which for a short
time obscured the vision, but at seven A. M. it
cleared up, and instanter tho rebel fleet was seen

abreast of Scwall's Point. The announcement of the

approach of the rebels created no little excitement,
as at the time their fleet appeared running directly for
this point. The signal gun at the fortress waa fired, and
in a few minutes the garrison was underarms; and the
artillerists, composed of detachments or the Naval brigadeand Wisconsin artillery, soon aTter manned the guns
on the parapet of the fortress. The large fleet of Union
schooner transports which was anchored in the Koads>
on seeing the rebel fleet, slipped their moorings, and'
favored by wind and tide, were aoon out of harm's way.
Many of those in Hampton Cove, restricted by the narrow
and serpentine channels, not being able to get out of the

wuy of thumselTes, were assisted by tbe steamtugs, of
which tnere are a number hare. The little Monitor, which
haa been anxiously awaiting the reappearance of tho
Merrimac, on seeing the latter approach got ready for
action by clearing her decks, lowering her smoke and
steam pipes, slipping her anchor, and in less then ten
minutes was ready for action. The orders from Flag
Officer Goldaborough were, however, to act strictly on
the defensive, and to give buttle only when the rebe1
craft should approach a given point. The Merrimac and
her consorts meanwhile had approached to within four
miles of the fortress, and there she stopped, having!
as it afterwards proved, a certain boundary, without
the range of the guns of the fort, over which sh«
would not past. The French war steamer Cat met,
which was anchored near the Monitor when the
Merrimac hove ia tight, and was taking in
water from a Colon schooner, took op her anohor,
and, taking the tchooner under the proteetion of her

Hag. proceeded to a point between here and Newport'a
Newt,where the had already been preceded by the French
war steamer Gassandl and the Briliah Bteamer Rinaldo.
The tteam transport! State of Maine, Mystic,South Americaand others, with troops, were in the harbor, but
soon moved to a haven of safoty out of the range of the
threatened point. The Monitor, in her defensive altitude,joined by the Stevens battery Naugatuck, steamedaround in the Roads, at times showing their broadItides defiantly at the rebel fleet. The rebel fleet seemed
to take a cowardly advantage of the presence of the

foreign vessels in. the Roads, and kept continually under
their cover, so that had our policy been on the offensive
wo could not have tired a shot at the rebels without endangeringthe neutral vessels. I alluded to the position
of these foreign vessels in a former letter, and the ne~

cesi-ity of their removal to another point; but the flag
officer in charge here has displayed a Judgment in the
case which merits a public condemnation. Ihings remainedpretty much in italu quo, the rebel fleet backing
and filling, at times running up to tbo Merrimac for or.

ders and then steaming away. At nine o'clock A. M. the
rebel gunboat Patrick floury left the fleet and ran into

Hampton Cove by the inside channel, leading from Newport'sNews Point toward Hampton village. At first it
seemed to be a mamruvre to induce the Monitor to change
her position and others supposed the rebel steamer bad
hoet tie designs on the federal camp at Hampton (Camp
Hamilton). The sequel to the problem was soon discoveredwhen the rebel craft, subsequently joined by the
rebel steamer Teazer, were seen cutting out two Union
brigs and a schooner which were at anchor about
two miles from shore. The affair was deeply humill-
ating, and no eflbrts were made by our fleet to prevent
the outrage until after the rebel steamers were escaping
with their prises and under full headway for Norfolk)
when the gunboats Octarora and Naugatuck were sent up
Hampton Govs to a point Dear where the stolen vessels
had been anchored.
The Patrick Henry towed her prises to Norfolk, and re.

turned teJoin the rebel fleet shortly after twelve M. A large
number of rebel eseurslontsts on steamers followed the
fleet down from Norfolk to see the fun; but they were

doomed to disappointment, as no flght occurred up to five
P. M , up to which time the rebel fleet oonflned themselvesto the bounds established by them in the morning.At this time the Monitor is at her old moorings, but

ready for action at any moment. The flagship did not

approach the threatened scene of conflict, but was anchoredseveral miles down the bay. from which point all
orders had to be communicated. General Wool, with bis
stair, was busy throughout the day, making the moat

ample preparation to guard against and meet the assaults
of the rebel fleet.

The Merrimac and her rebel consorts roturned to
Norfolk from the Roads at half-past Ave o'clock last

evening, without having induced our fleet, including the

Monitor, to give them battle on unequal grounds. Be.
fore leaving, however, she exchanged a few shots.at
long range, with the Union gunboats Octarora and Stevens'battery Naugatuck, the latter lying at anchor m
Hampton Cove. The practice of the Merrimac was very
poor, bcr best gun not throwing a shot over three miles,
while bcr opponents threw shot over three and one-half
miles.the Naugatuck, with her superior one hundred
pound Parrott gun, throwing even further. 1 a >prchend>
irom the movements of the rebel fleet, that they are do.
termined to confine their operations within such bounds
aa to easily run undor cover of the batteries when
ever the tide of battle seems against them. I do
not concur In the opinion of some people, that
lbe Merrtmac intends to run tbo blockade. gueb
a step would be nighty injndicioua to rebej
interests, and would at once open tbe channel for the
Union force* to Norfolk and to Richmond via tbe Jamee
river. The Merrimac will confine bereolf to Norfolk and
vicinity, and, with her laleUitee, the Patriek Henry and
Yorktowd, commit luch petty tbefta a* etealtnf luch
email craft an stray away from the protection of the guns

Urnflytreee,AlterTho rebel fleet returned to Norfolk last evening It
was thought that in all probability they would again
venture eel to make a moonlight attack. To be ready to

repel ahy mioh assault the land and naval antborlties
made ample preparation The night was serenely beautiful,the water in the Roads as placid as Cora©, and aa

light as noonday. Instead of hearing the whie of hostile
iniFSiles of the enemy, the quiet of the night was

agreeably broken by tho performance of one of ths
bauds on board ons of the tram pert in the harbor.
Tho sweet strsins of "Oft in ihe Stilly Night,"
"The Mocking Bird," and select inns from "Somnambtils''
tilled the ntr fsr and near, and charmed and cheered the
heart of many it brave soldier w ho, in all probabilitywillnever moro enjoy tho onmftirts of home
At eight o'rlbck tliiS morning the Merrimac and her

consorts were ngnln cspiod coming down from .Norfolk

'

3
They pursued their oourae, with black columns of smoka
curling out of their pipos, and the dirty locking "Ktnru
and Iters ' flying from their staffs. While watching them
intently through a first rate teleer/ope, I observed the
Merrlmac, us she was passing the north point of Crwiey
Island, came suddenly to a stop. In a few minutes the
whole rehel fleet gathered about her like chickens about
an old heu. 1 at ouce opined that she had grounded, and
for several hours I intently observed her, but she
did not budge an inch; and up to this hour, haifpastfour 1'. M she still remains in her stationary peso
tion. ludeed soma persons, with probably belter occular
organs than 1 have, positively assure me that they could
see her wooden hall for two feet below her iron armor.
If this was so, there never waa nor will there be a better

opportunity to give her her quietus. Indeed, the officers
of the Monitor were anxious to try the experiment; but
longer heads than theirs.whether any better judgea '

very much doubt.would not listen to the proposition.
There waa quite a little fracas yesterday within the

wails of the fortress, between a soldier of the Tenth regimentand the post sutler, named Moody. The loyalty of
Moody has always been doubted by those who know him
and his antecedents best. Yesterday be was indulging in
a loo free use of sentiments of doubtful loyalty, when
one of the soldiers, a listener, heard him; be said, "I
came hero to fight traitors," and, suiting the action to
the word, knocked Moody down and gave him a first
rats whipping. Everybody here applauds the action.
At eleven o'clock a private or Company D. Sixth reft'

ment New York State cavalry, which had just landed,
named 1x1ward Baunan, while watching the manoeuvres

of the rebel steamer Merrimac and fleet, from the long
dock, waa seen dropping on his knees suddenly. A numberof bis comrades went to his assistance, and on raising
him found that life was extinct. Deceased had died from
apoplexy. Bonnan was a native of Troy, and about
thirty five years of age. He leaves a family unprovided
for.

Fornaxes Monroe, April 13,1802.
The names of the captured vesaela are as follows:.
Brig Sabao, Captain David Baker, ofCapeCod, Mass.

This vessel came into this port laden with hay, consign-
cd to Colonel Ingals, United States Quartermaster of ttie

Army of the Potomac, and baa not as yet discharged her

freight. Captain Baker also bad a quantity of lumber u>
board, which be brought on private speculation.

llrig Marcus,Captain Charles E. Crockett, of Stocston,
Maine, had as freight the horses, artiilery and equipments
of Captain Kates'New York Empire battery, which bad
been discharged yesterday at Newport's News, and the
vessel was lying off in ballast to be out of the way of the

shipping.
Schooner Emily, Captain Shriver, laden with sutlers,

stores; no part thereof discharged. All these vessels and
the greater portion of the crew were taken prisoners. The
Sabao lost six men, named as follows:.
Simon Crowell, mate.
Ira Baker, cook.
P. llicksou, seaman. *
H. Baker, seaman.

Simon, seaman.
Howland, seaman.

Captain Baker had left his vessel, a short time prior te
the coming out of the Yorktown, to make arrangements
for the discharge of his cargo, and tbsrsby escaped capture.He owned one-half of the vessel, which is usio.
sured. The brig Marcus had but two men aboard, named
Joseph P. Leonard, second mate, and Levi Butler, stew,
ard, who were unable to eecape from the vsasel. The remainderof the crew mads good their way to tbs shore in
small boats.
The captain and three man of the schooner Emily ere

prisoners in the hands of the rebels. Their names I have
bean unable to ascertain.
To a great extant the fault of the capture of these vcs.

sets liee with the commanders thereof. Captain MiUwardj
the harbor master, had warned them of the impending
danger likely to result from remaining In their exposed
position. Every possible craft having steam was mads
available by Captain Millward to tow the sailing vessels
out, and tbs above named wars the only captures made bp
the rebels.

Ou Newport's News Correspomdcnee.
Fibs* Brigade, First Ditwkn,)DRFAKUtKNT of virginia, s-t

Nswrasi's News, Vs., April 11,1862. J (

Reappearance of Ou Merrimae, with Sim Other Mebrf
Meaner*.Three Vettele Carried Off by the Patrick
Henry.The Rebel Fleet Goet Back lie the hesilg
Without Showing tight, etc., etc.
This day has indeed been e puzzle to all of us in this

camp. At half-past seven o'clock this morning Usnt.
Ayres, commander of our signal corps, sent a message te
Gen. Mansfield, Informing him of the approach from
Elizabeth river of tbs Merrimae, the Patrick Henry,tbs
Jamestown, thsTsazsr, and three other gunboats. As
we cam* down to the Signal Point (where there is a bead
in the James river) we had a fine sight of the whole
rebel fleet, as it moved slowly up towards Hawaii's Point.
TLo weather was delightfully clear and wans, and
nothing tended to obscure the view of the grand battle
which we all eagerly expected to take place.
The three foreign men-of-war.two French and one

English.were lying between Sewall's Point and Fori
Wool, as far as we could sec, about midway (forming a
perfect shield to the rebel steamers); and many and severecomments were passed upon them for this unaccountable,and, in our opinion, highly improper made el
proceeding.
At nine o'clock the Patrick Henry passed over towards

Hampton creek, within easy range of our guns, and,
without the least interference on the part of our navy,
carried off three vessels lying at anchor there. They
were afterwards handed over to another and smaller
rebel steamer and towed off to Norfolk. This, with the

vscei>tlou vi iwvv vi ivui Hiuum buvm ~h irrfi-i Ma

111* afternoon, rormed tho whole of the remarkable proceeding*of this «Uy; and now (at half-pail five o'clock>
the rebel steamers have left "the scene of action," am*
are all lying quietly behind Craney Island.
The whole movement on both sides is a profound

mystery to us, and we cannot help feeling a little disappointmentin not haying the question, whether the Merrimacreally is our ruler or not, brought to a Anal test.
However, the powers that be no doubt kAow what ought
and what ought not to be done, and sows have, as yet,
no right to grumble.
During the whole day the roof of the Merrtmac wan

crowded with people who were evidently enjoying the
pleasure trip. The Monitor was lying quietly among the
shipping at Old Pointful, of course, ready at any noment to make a dash when the proper opportunity offired.
The fact of the rebel fleet being so unptoasantly near

to us has cut off all communication by water between
Fortress Monroe and this poet, and our mail and espreea
facilities hare to suffer in oonsequence.
The weather ia delightfully mild and springlike, and

our men are in the beet of splrite. A bat am secesh

Finer Damans, First Divmon, k
Det ainmsjvt or Viwiiru , J.

Newport's News, Vs., April 12,1862. )
The Mel Skameri Lying All Day Quietly Off Jewell's

Point, de.
At sight o'clock this morning the rebel (learners were

reported moving off from Craney Island, and at nine they
had again taken up their old poeltlon between that island
and Hawaii's Point, the Merrlmao being in the advenes.
Dp to the present writing (seven P.M.) there are no

eigne of any forward.or backward.movement on their

part. H is evident that their real intention is to run the
blockade and go up York river to destroy our fleet off
Yorktown; and we can now understand what the proha>
hie reason was that the Monitor did not interfere wheA
the Patrick Henry took the three veeecls out of Bemptoucreek yeeterday. The moment the Monitor had gone
over towards Hampton creek the Merrtmac, which waa

lying near Fort Wool. would have tried to ran into the
channel that leads out or the rasas.
We hsvc now established s daily overland mall to

Fortress Monroe, and as the roads are rapidly Improviag
during these fine spring days, the absence of communicationby water ia not felt very severely.

NEWS FROM GENERAL BANKS' ARMY.
Woodstock, Vs., April 14,1M2.

A party of Ashby's cavalry, said to number two comaMeclrncln i.f ihtnnftew nl Lhff rflllrAAll briflff*

yaaterday, eaat of Btraeburg. A aquadren of the Var
moot cavalry were called out, bat no enemy km even

One hundred r«b«l cavalry h*\e bean teen acroee um

mountain, near ib>e place
Flnism no, April 14,1M2.

At an old Iron furnaee, seven nulan from Ik* turopih*-,
where a body of cavalry, lafantry and artillery ara stationed

to protact foraging parties. two rabat oavahy and

infantry man have been captured and brought in.

The rebela ara tiring at our picket* conetantly, hot ara

not replied to Tho I'rovuat Marshal at Kdenburg cama

very near being ahot by them thl* morning.
Brigadior lieneral Hatch and hie staff of cavalry awra

just arrived from Warren

A ralute haa been ordered In celebration of the resent

victorlea to-day
The chaplain* observed tho event* loan appropriate

manner on thasabtutb in their dlfforont regiment*.
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